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Consider contacting CDP if you would like to learn more about these devices, or if you have input 
as to whether they should be offered as a part of our standard inventory. 

• CDP general email: cdp@wrha.mb.ca or phone: 204-831-3430 

• CDP Coordinator: smcruer@deerlodge.mb.ca or 204-831-2579 

PRC-Saltillo is a worldwide developer of speech-generating de-
vices (SGDs), apps, and AAC language systems.  PRC was es-
tablished in 1966 and formally merged in 2019 with Saltillo, which 
was founded in 1988.  

PRC-Saltillo are not new to the market, but they are new to the Communication Devices Program lineup.  
Currently we are assessing the range of devices to determine if they are a good fit in our Province.  
Below you will find more information about the products we are assessing.  Please feel free to get in touch 
if you want to learn more.  The PRC line up includes the Accent

® 
1400, 1000, and 800. While the Saltillo 

line up includes the NovaChat
®
 5,8,10, and 12.  In addition to traditional features such as, 

clear speaker, multiple alternate access options, and dynamic display, both the PRC and Sal-
tillo products offer the following: 

• Choice of screen size (8, 10, & 14” for Accent, and 5, 8, 10, 12” for NovaChat)  

• Moisture Resistant 

• IR and Wi-fi capability 

• Long-lasting battery   

• Multiple Optional Language systems available. Accent offers: WordPower
TM

, Unity
®
, Essence

®
, LAMP 

Words for Life
®
 & more. While NovaChat offers: TouchChat with standard Vocab files like: myCore,  

Multichat 15,  Communication Journey: Aphasia, & more.   

• Carrying and Mounting options 

• Multiple alternate access options 

• Front and rear facing cameras 

• PRC Accent runs on a Windows Platform, while Saltillo NovaChat runs on an Android platform.  
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Clinicians Corner 

Education/Resources 

Odds & Ends 

What’s New in CDP 

PRC Accent Saltillo NovaChat 

PRC-Saltillo Via Pro  

(Not currently offered at CDP) 

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
mailto:cdp@wrha.mb.ca?subject=Feedback%20re:%20PCR-Saltillo%20Products
mailto:smcruer@deerlodge.mb.ca?subject=Feedback%20re:%20PRC-Saltillo%20Products
https://store.prc-saltillo.com/accent
https://saltillo.com/products
https://www.prentrom.com/
https://www.prc-saltillo.com/
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Access and Selection Method Spotlight  

Consider a head mouse for those clients that: 

• Have limited upper extremity strength or control  making traditional access difficult 

• Have some volitional head/ neck control  

• Are computer savvy and want access to ALL features of the device they are using 

Many of you are likely familiar with the original head tracking options such as Origin Instruments Head 

Mouse Extreme, AbleNet TrackerPro, and NaturalPoint Smart Nav.  All of which have gone the way of the 

Dodo bird… But that has made way for a new generation of head pointer.  Enter the Head Mouse Nano 

and the TrackerPro 2.  Personally, I think the best thing about the two of these options is their compatibility 

with an iDevice.  With all the advances in accessibility settings on your iDevices (iOS 13 and higher), head 

pointer control is now possible, and is actually a pretty good option for individuals who use these systems 

and require alternate access.   

Origin Instruments Head Mouse Nano Key Elements: 

• Works on: all iOS13 and higher devices (iPhone, iPad mini, iPad, iPad 

Pro), as well as Windows, MacOS, Android, Chrome, and Linux sys-

tems.  

• Smooth control of cursor 

• Works in any lighting conditions 

• No power adapter required (USB adapter required for iOS) 

• Plug and play 

• Multiple mounting options 

• Selections and mouse button operations can be performed by a variety 

of adaptive switches, including an integrated Bluetooth receiver for 

wireless adaptive switches, or by using the built-in dwell settings on the 

iOS device.  

• Switch port integrated into camera 

AbletNet TrackerPro 2 HeadMouse Key Elements: 

• Works on: Windows, MacOS, Android, and  Chrome systems. Has some functionality on iOS 

• Control of cursor 

• Works in any lighting conditions 

• No power adapter required (USB adapter required for iOS) 

• Plug and play 

• Mounted with Velcro 

• Swivel base for altering angle of camera 

• Selections and mouse button operations can be performed by a 

variety of adaptive switches, including an integrated Bluetooth 

receiver for wireless adaptive switches, or by using the built-in 

dwell settings on the iOS device.  

• 3 cables hang from TrackerPro2:  USB, 2 switch ports.  

 

Having head mouse control of an iOS device might just be a game changer for some people.  And we’re 

here to help figure out whether it’s an appropriate access method for your AAC device.   

Head tracking with iDevices - Yes, it’s True! And Yes, it works! 

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
http://www.orin.com/access/headmouse/
https://www.ablenetinc.com/trackerpro-2/
https://www.orin.com/access/headmouse/
https://www.ablenetinc.com/trackerpro-2/
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Clinician’s Corner - Global Symbols 

Global Symbols Board Builder - FREE!  

I was lucky enough to attend the ISAAC Connect Virtual Conference in August, and one of the presenta-
tions was titled: From Universal to Global: The Impact of Language and Culture on Symbol Design 
for Communities.  Presenters,  David Banes and E.A. Draffan discussed  the different layers of culture, 
aspects of language and how that influences the development/ use of symbols in AAC.  If you are interest-
ed in learning more about their work, you can download the entire presentation here: SLIDES.  You can 
also find further information and training on their Moodle platform.  

 

Global Symbols was co-founded by David Banes and E.A. Draffan.   It is 
an online repository of freely available multi-lingual AAC symbols sets 
with training  materials and tools for creating AAC supports.  Their page 
features Symbol Sets such as: ARASAAC (13,261 symbols), Sclera Sym-
bols (12,893 symbols), Blissymbolics (5,819 symbols), OpenMoji (3,540 
symbols), Mulberry Symbols (3,117 symbols) and more.  You can easily 
create AAC materials by using the Board Builder function that they offer.  
They have templates available, or you are free to create your own layout 
as well.  Once in Board Builder, you can search from thousands of free 
images, use your own, OR create an entirely new symbol if you need.  

 

You will be required to create an account to access the 
Board Builder feature. Once in you can choose from 5 
different blank templates (i.e. 2 x 3, 4 x 3, etc), or you 
can select Custom Settings (minimum is 1 x 1, maxi-
mum is 12 x 12). You can also select if you want a la-
bel, and the position of that label.  Once you’ve created 
your template, filling the cells is pretty easy. Typing in 
your label will help you locate an appropriate symbol.  
You can filter the symbol sets that you search, OR you 
can search all of them at once.  One other feature that 
may come in handy is searching by language.  The 
symbols that are associated with the language may be 
more relevant and produce more effective symbols for 
your client.  

Global Symbols, in partnership with Unicef developed some AAC early intervention train-
ing modules. It does look like you are required to create a separate user account for the 
training modules.  My understanding is that once your have signed up, the courses are 
free.  You can find more about this collaboration here: “Giving every 
child a voice with AAC technology”.  

For this project, they used an open source app called Cboard, developed by UNICEF 
Innovation Fund Graduate.  Cboard is available in 30+ languages and accesses the 
Global Symbols database of over 20,000 symbols.  It seems to be FREE, web based 

(Chrome, Firefox, Edge, & Safari), incredibly easy to 
edit, OH, and it looks like you can use & edit it as a 
guest!  We were able to change the language as a 
guest as well!  One consideration is that some lan-
guages look as though they require an internet con-
nection (for example Arabic, Bulgarian, etc all indicate 
‘Online’.  Others such as English, and Russian, do not 
say that). We discovered this app just moments ago, 
so...  more on Cboard in the future!!  Stay tuned for 
our further thoughts!  

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
https://assets.ctfassets.net/vomy9dvowrbu/2tKnRzpucul1aQOLmZ0vZe/5cea128fedf8da871da854f05a2e1a60/ISAAC_Connect_Masterclass_Final_03_08_20214pm.pptx
https://training.globalsymbols.com/course/index.php?categoryid=8
https://globalsymbols.com/symbolsets?locale=en
https://app.globalsymbols.com/en/
https://www.unicef.org/innovation/stories/giving-every-child-voice-aac-technology
https://www.unicef.org/innovation/stories/giving-every-child-voice-aac-technology
https://www.cboard.io/
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Education and Resources 

In their own words, “AT Banter’s goal is to provide a balanced and enter-
taining look at the field of Assistive Technology, with insights and discus-
sions from varied technology specialists. Sometimes serious, sometimes 
irreverent, but always informative”.  

I haven’t had a chance to listen to many of the podcasts yet, but some of 
the ones that I am particularly interested in include: Episode 253: Brain 
Computer Interfaces, Episode 252: Andrew Gurza, Episode 251: What’s 
my Pronoun, Episode 250: Darryl Lennox, Episode 248: Tova Sherman & 
reachAbility, and Episode 237: Audio Description; Human or Synthetic? 

You can find them wherever you listen to your podcasts:  

 

 

 

One of the other things that I really appreciate about the site/ podcast is that 
they offer ‘Show Transcripts’ that clearly indicate who was talking and what 
was said.  They also offer ‘Show Notes’ which have links to important infor-
mation and/ or articles from the show.  

It looks like they have weekly episodes spanning all the way back to May 
2016!  My only suggestion is that the Podcast needs to pull in more discus-
sion about AAC, I could only find one! Episode 10: Communicating Alterna-
tively, and now,  I’m off to listen to it!   

Long COVID: On the ground real-time evidence and lived experience 

AT Banter Podcast 

I couldn’t have been more 
impressed with this presen-
tation put together by Dana 
Kliewer, Katie Kitchen, and 
Marlee Mayer.  It was in-
formative, eye opening and 
a reminder to always be 
aware of our own biases. 
We need to really listen to 
what our clients are telling 
us.  If you didn’t get the op-
portunity to watch it live on 
Thursday 23 Sept 2021, 
you can still access the 
recorded webinar here:   

 Long COVID  

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
https://atbanter.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84220979521?pwd=dlFSR3o4MkhaU2NFQUJCY2lLUmRhUT09
https://atbanter.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/at-banter/id1118496048?mt=2
https://play.google.com/music/m/Iazz7a3b3xmjk74cfjbad46l734?t=AT_Banter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChUVRhKYWEgp2vdWkr2kIUw
https://atbanter.podbean.com/feed/
https://atbanter.com/2016/08/05/at-banter-episode-10-communicating-alternatively/
https://media1.cc.umanitoba.ca/legacy/bann/rehab/2020_09_23_Illuminate.mp4
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October is AAC Awareness Month!  

Join-In is a new service that offers High Tech AAC users greater access to digi-

tal platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Netflix, Spotify, WhatsApp, Messen-

ger, Youtube, TikTok and more.   

The creators of Join-In recognized that these online platforms change frequently 

and the developers of Communication Software, such as Communicator 5 and 

the Grid 3 just aren’t able to keep up.  That’s where Join-In offers a service.   

 

How it Works: below directly from Join-In website 

“Join-In creates an “AAC Optimized” flow that links your AAC solution to the app 

you are using.  This flow enables you to perform both simple and complex actions 

by selecting a button on your AAC app using your preferred access method”... 

  

While CDP can discuss the pros and cons of using a service such as Join-in we 

are unable to provide it as part of out program and do not specifically endorse this 

product.   

 

To learn more, please visit: https://apps.d-bur.com/ 

Join-In App Service 

Odds and Ends: Join-In  

Every year since 2007, the ISAAC LEAD committee puts out a theme for AAC Awareness Month, and this 

year is no different!  The ISAAC AAC AWARENESS MONTH THEME for 2021 is………… 

Get Out, Speak Up and Break through the Screen in a Recovering World!  
We encourage everyone to consider participating 

in AAC Awareness month and spread the news 

using #AACAware21 on Twitter and/ or Face-

book!  We love seeing what people get up to.   

Also, don’t forget, many AAC & Educational app 

companies offer significant (up to 50%) dis-

counts during AAC awareness month. Check out 

this amazing poster created by Lauren Enders, 

that outlines all the apps that are on sale, for 

how much and for how long!  It’s even an inter-

active poster that allows you to click on the app, 

and it will take you to the appropriate site.  
* REMINDER - if your client is eligible for Communication Devices Program they DO NOT need to purchase their own 

app.  The recommended app/ software and hardware is provided through our program.  This information is for those 

who are unable to access the Communication Devices Program, or for those who specifically choose to purchase their 

own app.   

There are also some wonderful ISAAC Webinars for International AAC Awareness Month.  Check them out 

here: https://isaac-online.org/english/webinars/ Some International Chapters are hosting events to mark 

AAC Awareness month, for instance Denmark is hosting a one-day seminar, ISAAC-US is hosting a virtual 

auction and ISAAC - South Africa is challenging individuals to make a 1-2 minute video! So, Get Out, 

Speak Up and Break through the Screen in a Recovering World!  

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
https://apps.d-bur.com/
https://apps.d-bur.com/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEqUul8LjI/BpR7fBz6EAQZbVrPQatKpg/view?utm_content=DAEqUul8LjI&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton&fbclid=IwAR0oJupj-m5pnB0V2sDnSia7iNhAUTXSsji8YzDnanOJOHEi2H35xTHjp3A
https://www.facebook.com/LaurenSEndersMaCccSlp/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXryL9kJOiF99rVubHs0ccUd0pf66usaXDy_UmRMe54WVbg7znRSJgf6bvVPZoOUzFpl0gCy0BtdeXo4tPTvpUGsrX3I85Pmms9nOcQC5W8uDe0EXLKT09ikSSSK7fnZC6FSB0DFUMKJLyFj0tqCZ_C&__tn__=kK-R
https://isaac-online.org/english/webinars/
http://www.isaac.dk/
https://ussaac.org/event/2021-virtual-auction/
https://ussaac.org/event/2021-virtual-auction/
https://www.facebook.com/centre.aac.5
https://isaac-online.org/english/aac-awareness/international-aac-awareness-month/
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CASTING Call!!  

What’s New in CDP 

Deakin University Australia hosted a Lightning Pitch competition at the ISAAC Connect Virtual Conference 
in August 2021.  The Communication Devices Program submitted an idea titled: Indigenous Languages 
Access in AAC, and we WON!  We were beyond thrilled to make the final five, but to win the competition 
was such an honour.  The other submissions were equally as deserving of the final prize as well.  If you 
would like to view  all the submissions, please visit: https://www.menti.com/ajcwd6bsov/0  

To watch our 2 minute, 18 second video submission, please feel free to click on the image below, or visit 
our website: deerlodge.mb.ca/cdp  

The Communication Devices Program is excited 
to consult with WRHA Indigenous Health, local 
experts and organizations in order to properly 
develop, distribute and encourage the use of 
needs based Communication Boards for use in medical settings in Indigenous Languages common in 
Manitoba.  If you, or anyone you know would be interested in learning more about this project, please feel 
free to connect with the CDP at cdp@wrha.mb.ca.  Miigwech, Thank you.  

Woody Harrelson is going to be in town shooting a movie called 

Champions. It’s a remake of the  2018 Spanish film: Campeones. 

It’s about a basketball team training and competing in the Special 

Olympics.  Currently there is an open casting call for individuals 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Manitoba.   

No previous acting 

experience is 

necessary, ages 16 

and up!   

Shooting the movie 

will happen in 

Winnipeg from 

November 1 through 

December 17, 2021.  

For more information or to apply you can contact the casting 

director: Jim Heber at: jimhebercasting@gmail.com.  All 

compensation will be paid at union fees, Covid-19 testing & safety 

protocols are implemented at all stages of production.   

CDP, Lightning Pitch Winners! Indigenous Languages Access in AAC 

http://www.wrha.mb.ca/prog/cdp
https://www.menti.com/ajcwd6bsov/0
https://deerlodge.mb.ca/clinics-at-dlc/cdp/
https://wrha.mb.ca/indigenous-health/
mailto:cdp@wrha.mb.ca?subject=Indigenous%20Langauges%20Access%20in%20AAC
mailto:jimhebercasting@gmail.com?subject=Champions%20Casting%20Call
https://wrha.mb.ca/indigenous-health/
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/woody-harrelson-movie-filming-in-winnipeg-puts-out-casting-call-for-those-with-disabilities-1.5600053
https://stamant.ca/blog/news/feature-film-casting-search-seeks-adults-with-intellectual-developmental-disabilities-including-those-on-the-autism-spectrum/

